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MESSAGE FROM DR. BAIER  

Dear Fort Garrison Families, 

We have several new staff members joining us this year.  We welcome 

Mrs. Kayla Denmyer as our new Assistant Principal.  Mrs. Denmyer joins 

us most recently from Dumbarton Middle where she served as the 

Science Department Chair and from Riverview Elementary as a 

classroom teacher.  We welcome Ms. Theresa Genovese to our fourth 

grade team.  Ms. Genovese joins us from Dogwood Elementary.  We 

have also added one new first grade teacher, Ms. Rachel Protzko. Ms. 

Protzko is a recent graduate of Towson University and completed a 

long-term substitute position at Mays Chapel.  Finally, we have a new 

10 month secretary, Mrs. Kathy Sevy.  We are excited to have these 

new staff join the Fort Garrison family. 

Sneak-a-Peek at Your Seat and Back-to-School Night was a huge 

success and we have received very positive feedback regarding both 

events.  Thank you for attending! 

Volunteer training continues to be available for you to complete 

online through the BCPS website.  When you click on the parent link 

and scroll down, there is an additional link for the training.  Please 

make sure to send in your completed volunteer training application as 

well as your certificate so that we can include your name on our list of  
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Sept 26 – 28 – Hearing & Vision 

Screening (KG, 1st & 4th Grd.) 
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approved volunteers. Your training is not complete until the form has been returned to school.   

Students are beginning to settle into a routine and meaningful learning is taking place.  This year we have 

received new devices as a Lighthouse School.  Students are accessing Schoology, our new learning 

management system and demonstrating strong proficiency with their new devices. 

We thank you for sending us such wonderful children each day.  We also appreciate all of the support that 

you give to your child at home.  Research reveals that positive parent involvement translates into strong 

student achievement.  Working together this year, Fort Garrison will continue to soar! 

 

READING CORNER – NOTES FROM OUR READING SPECIALIST  

Welcome back to the 2018-2019 school year.  I have enjoyed watching so many students already engaged 

in meaningful learning.  In the next few weeks, each student in our building in grades 1-5 will be assessed 

using the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment.  This will provide his/her teacher with information about 

their strengths and weakness as a reader.  In addition, this information will help form guided reading 

groups.  These groups will be formed to best meet the needs of each student in our building by using small 

group, targeted reading instruction.  You will receive a letter by the end of October with your child’s 

instructional reading level!   

  If you haven’t already, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @FortGarrisonES 

                                                                                    

Like us on Facebook Fort Garrison 

I recently read an article which gave parents some specific questions to ask their child instead of “What did 

you do at school today?”. 

(https://herviewfromhome.com/50-questions-to-ask-your-kids-instead-of-asking-how-was-your-day/) I hope you find this valuable 

and will get more of an answer then  

“NOTHING!”  

Here’s some of their favorites!  

1. What made you smile today? 

2. Can you tell me an example of kindness you saw/showed?  

3. Was there an example of unkindness? How did you respond? 

4. Does everyone have a friend at recess? 

5. What was the book about that your teacher read? 

6. What’s the word of the week? 

7. Did anyone do anything silly to make you laugh? 

8. Did anyone cry? 

9. What did you do that was creative? 

10. What is the most popular game at recess? 

https://herviewfromhome.com/50-questions-to-ask-your-kids-instead-of-asking-how-was-your-day/


  

3  

  

11. What was the best thing that happened today? 

12. Did you help anyone today? 

13. Did you tell anyone “thank you?” 

14. Who did you sit with at lunch? 

15. What made you laugh? 

16. Did you learn something you didn’t understand? 

17. Who inspired you today? 

18. What was the peak and the pit? 

19. What was your least favorite part of the day? 

20. Was anyone in your class gone today? 

21. Did you ever feel unsafe? 

22. What is something you heard that surprised you? 

23. What is something you saw that made you think? 

24. Who did you play with today? 

25. Tell me something you know today that you didn’t know yesterday. 

26. What is something that challenged you? 

27. How did someone fill your bucket today? Whose bucket did you fill? 

28. Did you like your lunch? 

29. Rate your day on a scale from 1-10. 

30. Did anyone get in trouble today? 

31. How were you brave today? 

32. What questions did you ask at school today? 

33. Tell us your top two things from the day (before you can be excused from the dinner table!).  

34. What are you looking forward to tomorrow? 

35. What are you reading? 

36. What was the hardest rule to follow today? 

37. Teach me something I don’t know. 

38. If you could change one thing about your day, what would it be? 

39. (For older kids):  Do you feel prepared for your history test?” or, “Is there anything on your mind that 

you’d like to talk about?” (In my opinion, the key is not only the way a question is phrased, but 

responding in a supportive way.) 

40. Who did you share your snacks with at lunch? 

41. What made your teacher smile? What made her frown? 

42. What kind of person were you today? 

43. What made you feel happy?  

44. What made you feel proud? 

45. What made you feel loved? 

46. Did you learn any new words today? 

47. What do you hope to do before school is out for the year? 

48. If you could switch seats with anyone in class, who would it be? And why? 

49. What is your least favorite part of the school building? And favorite? 

50. If you switched places with your teacher tomorrow, what would you teach the class? 

 

I look forward to getting to know your children and at any time, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 

ssiegel@bcps.org  

Stacy Siegel 

Reading Specialist 
 

 

 

mailto:ssiegel@bcps.org
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FROM THE HEALTH SUITE- MRS. CAULK   

          

   Welcome back to the bustle of the school year! 

DISCRETIONARY CONSENT FORMS 

Thank you for taking the time to thoroughly complete the discretionary 

consent sheets that provide me with updated contact information, current medication and health issues, and 

indicate your preference about my ability to give your student Tylenol, Benadryl, and cough drops, in 

accordance with BCPS protocols.  If your information changes through the school year, please be sure to 

contact me, as that information is crucial in an emergency, and essential for consulting with you about your 

child. 

MEDICATIONS  

Remember that any medication needed on a regular basis requires a Doctor Order Form and a supply of the 

medication, even over the counter medications. The discretionary consent form allows me to give Tylenol 

and cough drops for the occasional headache or cough, in keeping with the protocols.  Students are not 

allowed to carry medication; it must be provided adult-to-adult. You may send in cough drops with a note if 

you have already given permission on the discretionary consent form, but they must be accompanied by a 

note from you, and go directly to be stored in the health suite. 

PREVENTING ILLNESS 

As we approach the flu season, be sure to review hand washing with your children, especially related to 

before and after eating, and after using the bathroom.  Remind them to use tissues for sneezing and 

coughing, washing their hands afterwards, and to use their arm if there are no tissues nearby. Remember that 

students need to be free of fever (temperature 100oF or above), vomiting or diarrhea for 24 hrs. before 

returning to school.  Most of you have been wonderful in responding to my calls quickly. Thank you for that 

attentiveness, for your child’s sake, as well as the positive impact of reducing illness trans mission in the school. 

 HEARING AND VISION SCREENING 

The Vision and Hearing screening will be held September 26 thru September 28, and will be conducted by 

the Baltimore County Health Department in the Health Suite.  Students screened will be those in Kindergarten, 

1st grade, 4th grade, and students new to Baltimore County.  If your student does not pass the screening, you 

will receive a letter from the Health Department that includes a form to be signed by the doctor and then 

returned to the health suite.  It is a significant service that the county provides, so please return the forms that 

give the feedback that is needed to keep the program going. 

HEAD LICE 

  Also, please remember to check your children for head lice at least once a week. The eggs, “nits” are what  

  you will most frequently see. They are firmly attached to the shafts of hair, usually an inch or two from the  

  scalp, and are tiny whitish oval sacs. You can ask your doctor or pharmacist for treatment options.  Inform the  

  health suite so students who sit near your child can be checked, and so more information can be provided to  

  you. They are no longer considered a health threat, but certainly are a nuisance! 
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  CHANGE OF CLOTHING 

 

  I would also ask that parents provide a change of clothing for each student, which can be kept in their locker.  

  “Things happen”, such as bloody noses, spilled drinks, mud, and not making it to the bathroom in time.  

  Students feel so much better when they can change into their own clothing.  

 

  The Health Suite is in need of gently used clothing.  If you would like to make a donation please send the  

  clothing in with your student.  

 

FOOD ALLERGIES 

Last, I would like to mention that we have students with life threatening food allergies at every grade level. 

Some of these students have allergies to multiple food ingredients. Because of this, I would ask that when you 

plan celebrations for school that you consider non-food ways of celebrating, as that is the most inclusive, 

and most safe. Consider a special song played for your child, a cartoon feature, a guest or a speaker special 

to the student, party bags with novelty pencils, erasers, stickers (rather than candy), or a short game. Use your 

creativity as you discuss it with your child’s teacher! 

Please also encourage your students to keep their food away from others, and to clean their hands after 

eating so our food allergic students are not placed at risk. Parents of students with food allergies, be sure that 

your student has alternative snacks of their own, stored with their teacher, for situations where they can’t 

partake of what is being offered, and be sure to discuss and monitor food choices with your students.  No 

student is to have food on the bus, as the bus drivers need to concentrate on the road, not potential 

problems related to food.   

Wishing a healthy year to all, 

Catherine Caulk  RN, BSN 

School Nurse 

 

 

FROM THE LIBRARY- MRS. O’DONNELL  

This Month’s News 
This fall I am fortunate to have an intern from Towson University working with me in the Library. Please join 
me in welcoming Soni Woodley to Fort Garrison. She will be with us through October as she completes her 
elementary student teaching internship. 
 
What We Are Learning in the Library 
The 2018-19 school year is off to a great start! Kindergarten and first grade are learning about book care and 
how to be responsible library citizens. Grades 2 -5 kicked the year off with our Digital Citizenship units. We 
are learning about important topics such as keeping personal information private, cyberbullying, and our 
digital footprint. 
 
We’re looking forward to a great year! 
 

 



  

6  

  

MUSIC NOTES - MRS. CASE & MR. STOJAK  

Back-to-School greetings from the Music Department! 

If you are the parent of a fifth grade student, please be sure you have completed Band and Orchestra 

enrollment forms and instrument rental agreements in a timely fashion.  Lessons will begin at the end of the 

month!  Students will be learning playing fundamentals and preparing a few selections for our first concert of 

the year in December.  Stay tuned for the final date and time! 

Fifth grade students are participating in weekly chorus rehearsals in preparation for our concert in December.  

Fourth grade will be preparing four new recorder songs for the concert.  They will need their recorder each 

day they attend Vocal Music Class as follows:  

    Genovese – Tuesday 

    Nolan – Wednesday 

 For interested parents, the music department has received audition information for the 2018-2019 season 

from The Maryland State Boychoir.  You may call 410-554-8644 to get more information or request an audition 

time.  Feel to free to visit their website, www.marylandstateboychoir.org, or email them:  

info@marylandstateboychoir.org.  Mrs. Case is happy to speak to parents of boys about these opportunities 

and try to answer any questions they may have. 

  ART ROOM NEWS – MRS. HULSE  

 Welcome back to a new year at FGES art!  I’m looking forward to watching our young artists learn and grow  

 creatively!  We are already working on colorful creations for our annual Square 1 Art fundraiser.  Look for free 

 stickers and ordering information in October.  If you want to keep up with daily art room happenings follow me 

 on Twitter at Fort Garrison Art. 

 

  Grace Hulse, NBCT 

 Art Teacher 

  

 

NOTES FROM BETH GRAPES – PHYSICAL ED  

Fox Branch – Student Banking Program 

This year we welcome back First Financial Federal Credit Union to again sponsor our student run savings 

program here at FGES. This is very exciting for our students to have the opportunity to deposit their money so 

they can save for their future. One Friday a month we have two fifth grade student tellers help collect the 

deposits from the students from 9:05 – 9:20 a.m. At that time they receive a receipt for their deposit and may 

select a gift to take with them. We only allow deposits at our location but you can withdraw the money at any 

of the various First Financial Federal Credit Union locations. If you are interested in signing your child up for this 

worthwhile program, please contact Mrs. Grapes at bgrapes@bcps.org and I will send the application 

information home with your child as soon as possible. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

The following dates have been selected for banking this year: 

Oct. 5th  Nov. 2nd  Dec. 7th  Jan. 4th 

Feb. 1st  March 1st  April 5th  May 3rd  

 

http://www.marylandstateboychoir.org/
mailto:info@marylandstateboychoir.org
mailto:bgrapes@bcps.org

